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PER DIEM AND SITE ALLOWANCE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

 

• Q: What are the basic documents required to apply for Per Diem? 
A: The Per Diem Allowance is meant to offset duplicate expenses incurred by travelers. You will be 
required to provide at minimum, driver license, proof of residence outside 60 miles driving distance and 
a current utility bill (electric, water, gas) that all have matching addresses. 
 

• Q: I am required to have a CDL in the State of Pennsylvania to perform my work duties at Pennsylvania 
Chemicals, my driver’s license will not match my permanent address. Do I qualify for Per Diem? 
A: The Per Diem Allowance is meant to offset duplicate expenses incurred by travelers.  You will be 
asked to provide additional documentation to qualify which may include but is not limited to a copy of 
spouse’s driver license that matches permanent address. 
 

• Q: What if I live with my parents and don’t own my residence or have utility bills in my name? 
A: The Per Diem Allowance is meant to offset duplicate expenses incurred by travelers. If you live with 
your parents and don’t have living expenses at your home address, you do not have duplicate expenses. 
 

• Q: Do I receive Per Diem when the site is closed Holidays or Inclement Weather? 
A: Yes, provided the employee works the first scheduled day before and after. 

 
• Q: I submitted a current phone bill, cellular phone bill, insurance bill, or car registration, do these suffice for utility 

bills? 
A: No. Only electrical, water, or natural gas utility bills with a matching address to the permanent 
residence are acceptable as provided in the MOU and notice to craft employees. 

 
• Q: I take a different route to the job site and it is over 60 miles although the shortest route is less than 60 miles, 

do I qualify for Per Diem? 
A: No. Per Diem eligibility will be calculated via web-based search (selected by the Employer) that uses 
the direct main traveled route and must be more than sixty (60) highway miles. 
 

• Q: How do I appeal a denial for the Per Diem Allowance? 
A: Ask your Steward to present your evidence to Labor Relations; the final decision will be made by the 
Site Manager or his designee. 

 
• Q: My permanent residence and utility bills are in my spouse’s name, do I qualify for Per Diem? 

A: Yes, however you must provide the same proof of residence inclusive of spouse's driver license and a 
copy of marriage certificate may be required. 

 
• Q: Why are all of these documents required for my eligibility for Per Diem? 

A: As part of the MOU between GAB and NABTU these documents were outlined to provide proof of 
eligibility. Additionally, it supports billing of our client and ensures that the Per Diem Allowance is only 
applied to those who qualify as it is meant to offset duplicate expenses incurred by travelers. 
 

• Q: I live with my girlfriend/boyfriend/partner and everything is in their name, do I qualify for Per Diem? 
A: Per the Memorandum Of Understanding with the North American Building Trades and Unions, it must 
be a spouse. 
 

• Q: If I have a lease agreement, why do I have to provide a current copy of lease payment or receipt? 
A: This validates that the employee still has a current lease in place.  The Per Diem Allowance is meant 
to offset duplicate expenses incurred by travelers. 
 

• Q: How current do the lease and utility bills have to be? 
A: The copies used for validation should be within the last 60 days prior to application for Per Diem, the 
more current the better. 
 

• Q: I travel and move for work and my driver’s license does not match my permanent address and I haven’t had a 
chance to change it? 
A: If denied Per Diem you may appeal through Labor Relations and any final determination will be made 
by the Employer Operations Manager (or designee). 
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• Q: Why aren’t handwritten rental receipts accepted as proof of residence? 

A: They are not official records and are too easily falsified. 
 

• Q: When will the Per Diem be applied to my pay check? 
A: Once approved the Per Diem will be on your next pay period ending check.  It will be paid from the 
date you provided documents supporting proof of residence. 
 

• Q: How do I qualify for the Site Allowance? 
A: All construction personnel employed at Pennsylvania Chemicals in Monaca and Aliquippa will receive 
the Site Allowance for each day they report to work.  This does not apply to craft who currently receive a 
subsistence allowance or “call out” subcontractor employees who do not start and end their work day 
on the job site. 
 

• Q: Do I receive Site Allowance when the site is closed Holidays or Inclement Weather? 
A: No. Site Allowance is only paid for each day an employee reports to work. 
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